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(54) EXTERNAL STORAGE DEVICE MANAGED BY FAT 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To speed up access by providing the external storage device 
with a memory for storing a file allocation table (FAT) read out from 
a storage medium and controlling access to the storage medium in 
accordance with the FAT stored in the memory. 

CONSTITUTION: The FAT is read out from a prescribed area of the 
storage medium D and written in the FAT storing memory 20 and data 
are read out/ written from/in the storage medium D in accordance with 
an access command applied from a host computer to the storage medium 
D. In this case, information obtained from the memory 20 is used. 
Once the FAT of the medium D is read out, the data of the medium D 
can be accessed in accordance with the information of the FAT stored 
in the memory 20. Since it is unnecessary to individually access the 
FAT of the medium D in each access to required data in the medium D, 



high speed access can be attained. 
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